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Deep slashing cuts ^ involve the heavily muscled parts of the body^will require the same general care as to cleansing and antiseptic washes, but bandaging is usually impossible and also undesirable. If the wound is long, deep and gaping, expert aid will be needed to clean the inner recesses and possibly ^sew the edges together. The rule for cut wounds of all kinds is to clean and keep them clean. Healing will take place quickly by direct union of the cut edges with the formation of a slight scar, If infection is permitted to enter the wound through lack of care, the healing will not be the same and recovery may be greatly delayed.
Punctured wounds
Deep punctured wounds are always dangerous and are easily overlooked, often resulting in deep-seated infections which are very difficult to treat successfully. Punctured wounds are favorite avenues for tetanus or lock-jaw germs to enter the body. Following a deep puncture wound in the foot, inflammation may begin with a swelling which is kept in bounds by the hoof wall, causing great pain and pronounced lameness. in an such cases the help of a veterinarian should be sought, because the treatment requires the use of a knife and a thorough knowledge of the structure of the foot. Any punctured wound of the feet should be considered dangerous until proved to the contrary.
Torn or lacerated wounds
Badly torn or lacerated wounds are accompanied by bleeding and are painful, because of the tearing of the bloodvessels and nerves. Infection frequently follows in wounds of this nature and pus formation is usual. Lacerated wounds may be caused by running into barbed-wire fences, kicks by a stable mate, faus? and many other accidents. The torn wounds have ragged edges, with raw and ugly bleeding surfaces.
Lacerated wounds should first be examined carefully to remove all outside matter, such as dirt, imbedded hair,